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The Life of Jacob Unless noted, all scripture 
quotations taken from the  
English Standard Version (ESV)



The Life of Jacob

Portraits of the Patriarchs
❖ Jacob

❖ Major character in Genesis
❖ Try to see his life as a whole
❖ We might think of the patriarchs as having nice, 

righteous lives



The Life of Jacob
Genesis 25
Esau and Jacob are born
❖ Jacob means “he takes by the heel / trickster / cheater” 

(27:36)
Esau gives away his birthright

Genesis 27
Jacob deceives his father to obtain the blessing



The Life of Jacob
Genesis 28
Jacob runs to save his life
Jacob dreams of a stairway to God, receives the promises 
of Abraham.

Genesis 29
Jacob falls in love with Rachel
Jacob marries Leah
Jacob marries Rachel



Jacob’s Deceptions

• Laban took advantage that 
Leah wouldn’t be recognized

• Laban switched the older for 
the younger

• Jacob got stuck with something 
he didn’t want to have

• Jacob took something he 
wanted to have

• Jacob switched the younger for 
the older

• Jacob took advantage that he 
couldn’t be recognized



The Life of Jacob
Genesis 30 
Jacob used by Laban

Genesis 31 
Jacob frantically escapes Laban

Genesis 32 
Jacob prepares to see Esau again



The Life of Jacob
Jacob’s prayer – Genesis 32:9-12 
❖ “I am not worthy of the least of all the deeds of steadfast 

love and all the faithfulness that you have shown…”
❖ Jacob approaches God, not on the basis of his own 

merit, but on God’s promises



The Life of Jacob
Genesis 37 
Jacob has a favorite son, Joseph
Jacob’s sons deceive their father



Jacob’s Deceptions

• Laban took advantage that 
Leah wouldn’t be recognized

• Laban switched the older for 
the younger

• Jacob got stuck with something 
he didn’t want to have

• Jacob took something he 
wanted to have

• Jacob switched the younger for 
the older

• Jacob took advantage that he 
couldn’t be recognized

• Jacob used a goat to deceive 
his father

• Jacob’s parents lost their sons

• Jacob’s sons use a goat to 
deceive their father

• Jacob lost his favorite son



The Life of Jacob
Genesis 37
Jacob has a favorite son, Joseph
Jacob’s sons deceive their father
Genesis 47

“The days of the years of my sojourning are 130 years. 
Few and evil have been the days of the years of my 
life…” (47:9)



The Life of Jacob

Lessons
We reap what we sow.

As you have done, it shall be done to you;
    your deeds shall return on your own head.

(Obadiah 1:15)



The Life of Jacob
“Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one 
sows, that will he also reap. For the one who sows to his own 
flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who 
sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal Life. 
And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season 
we will reap, if we do not give up.” (Galatians 6:7-9)

For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly 
Father will also forgive you, but if you do not forgive others 
their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your 
trespasses. (Matt 6:14-15)



The Life of Jacob

Lessons
We need to come to God with the humility of 
Jacob’s prayer.
❖ Total humility and appreciation for what God has 

done
❖ Looking to God and His promises and not 

ourselves


